Mesoionic 1,3-oxazinium olates. rearrangement to acylketenes and 3-azabicyclo[3.1.1]heptanetriones.
Metastable but isolable mesoionic 1,3-oxazinium 4-olates 9d-f undergo ring opening to acylketenes 10 at or near room temperature. The ketenes undergo intramolecular criss-cross [2 + 2] cycloaddition to afford 3-azabicyclo[3.1.1]heptanetriones 12. The structure of 12d was established by X-ray crystallography.